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apparently the eggs are laid on the bodies of Hymenoptwa
while in flight (Williston). On hatching, the larva burrows
into its host and develops at its expense until fully grown.
The adult fly emerges between the abdominal segments of the
host. The adults are flower-flies.

MICBOPEZIDJE.

Head   subspherical ;    face   retreating   in   profile ;    oral
vibrissae absent;   first posterior cell narrowed or closed.

(The Micropezidce and the Tanypezidce are often associated
together:   Williston, however, divides them.)

TANYPEZIDJE.

Head concave behind ;  eyes large ;
vibrissae absent;   genitalia small.

proboscis short; oral

Fairly large flies.

Howlett records the larvae of a species of Calobata living in
the roots of a decaying ginger plant.

PSILIDJE.
Face bristly above ; no oral vibrissae ; antennae generally
long ; no pre-apical bristle ; subcosta absent; first posterior
cell wide open.
The flies are rather small and dark, with a long and narrow
abdomen and long legs.
The larvae have been found in plant galls and in the roots
of plants. A few are recorded as pests.
Psila rosce, the carrot fly, is the most important. The fly
is black and shiny, with iridescent wings, about one-sixth
of an inch long. The flies emerge in the spring from pupae
and lay eggs in the soil close to turnips or carrots. The eggs
hatch in twelve to nineteen days. The first-stage larva has a
pair of strong chitinized processes at the posterior extremity,
which are lost after the first moult. The larvae mine the root,